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The AESA based IPM - Loquat, was compiled by the NIPHM working group under the Chairmanship 
of Dr. Satyagopal Korlapati, IAS, DG, NIPHM, and guidance of Shri. Utpal Kumar Singh, IAS, JS 
(PP). The package was developed taking into account the advice of experts listed below on various 
occasions before finalization. 

  
NIPHM Working Group: 
 
Chairman   : Dr. Satyagopal Korlapati, IAS, Director General 
Vice-Chairmen : Dr. S. N. Sushil, Plant Protection Advisor 

: Dr. P. Jeyakumar, Director (PHM) 
Core Members  : 

1. Er. G. Shankar, Joint Director (PHE), Pesticide Application Techniques Expertise. 
2. Dr. O. P. Sharma, Joint Director (A & AM), Agronomy Expertise. 
3. Dr. Satish Kumar Sain, Assistant Director (PHM), Pathology Expertise  
4. Dr. Dhana Raj Boina, Assistant Director (PHM), Entomology Expertise. 
 
Other Members: 

1. Dr. Sakthivel, Assistant Scientific Officer (RPM), Rodent Expertise. 
 

Contributions by DPPQ&S Experts: 

1. Shri. Ram Asre, Additional Plant Protection Advisor (IPM), 
2. Shri. R. Murali, Deputy Director (Entomology), 
3. Dr. Sanjay Arya, Deputy Director (Plant Pathology),  
4. Dr. Subhash Kumar, Deputy Director (Weed Science) 

 
Contributions by External Experts:  

1. Director of Research/Representatives, Punjab Agriculture University, 
Ludhiana 

2. Directorate of Research, Bihar Agricultural University, Sabour, Bihar-813210 
3. Director of Research/Representatives Dr. Balasaheb Sawant Konkan Krishi Vidyapeeth, 

Dapoli-415712, Dist-Ratnagiri. 
4. Dr. Arun Prasad Bhagat, Associate Professor, Bihar Agricultural University, Sabour, 

Bhagalpur 
5. Dr. S N. Ray, Associate Professor, Bihar Agricultural University, Sabour, Bhagalpur 
6. Dr. P .D. Kamala  Jayanthi, National Fellow, Division of Entomology & Nematology, ICAR - 

Indian Institute of Horticultural Research, Hessaraghatta Lake P.O, Bengaluru ï 560 089 
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AESA BASED IPM PACKAGE FOR LOQUAT 
 

Loquat -Plant description 
 
The loquat (Eriobotrya japonica) is a large evergreen shrub or small tree with a rounded crown, short 

trunk and woolly new twigs. The tree can grow 20-30 feet height, but is usually much smaller than this 
(about 10 feet). Loquats are easy to grow and are often used as an ornamental. Their boldly textured 
foliage adds a tropical look to the garden and contrast well with many other plants. Because of the 
shallow root system of the loquat, care should be taken in mechanical cultivation not to damage the 
roots.  Loquat leaves are generally elliptical- lineolate, 5 to 12 inches long and 3 to 4 inches wide. 
They are dark green and glossy on the upper surface, whitish or rusty-hairy beneath, thick and stiff, 
with conspicuous parallel, oblique veins. The new growth is sometimes tinged with red. The leaves 
are narrow in some cultivars and broad in others. Small, white, sweetly fragrant flowers are borne in 
fall or early winter in panicles at the ends of the branches. Before they open, the flower clusters have 
an unusual rusty-woolly texture. Loquat fruits, growing in clusters, are oval, rounded or pear-shaped, 
1 to 2 inches long with a smooth or downy, yellow or orange, sometimes red-blushed skin. The 
succulent, tangy flesh is white, yellow or orange and sweet to sub acid or acid, depending on the 
cultivar. Each fruit contains three to five large brown seeds.  

The loquat is normally pollinated by bees. Some cultivars are self-infertile and others are only 
partially self-fertile. Flowers of the early and late flushes tend to have abnormal stamens and very 
little viable pollen. Thinning of flowers and young fruits in the cluster, or clipping off all or part of flower 
and fruit clusters is sometimes done to enhance fruit size. Under moist conditions the loquat tends to 
develop an alternate-bearing pattern, which can be modified somewhat by cluster thinning in heavy 
production years. For the highest quality fruit the clusters are sometimes bagged to protect from 
sunburn and eliminate bird damage. 

 

 
 
 


